Fellow Technologists:
I am requesting your support and efforts in helping to push for passage of legislation with our federal elected officials.  I do not believe any of our Senators or Representatives are cosponsors of the CARE bill.  I would like to see them become involved with supporting the CARE bill.  The house bill is H.R. 3652.  It was introduced in September 2009.  The Senate Bill, S.3737 was introduced last week.
I am providing the following information to assist you in communicating your thoughts with members of Congress pertaining to the Consistency, Accuracy, Responsibility and Excellence (C.A.R.E.) in Medical Imaging and Radiation Therapy Bill.  I am also including a news release from the ASRT at the end of this document.
I sincerely hope you are able to contact your members of Congress.  I have also included a web address with the ASRT to assist in drafting a letter.   If you have any questions or need more information, please feel free to get in touch.   I have the contact information for the entire 111th Congress including committee members, chairs, etc.  My personal email is nuclearhawkfan@yahoo.com or my work email is dbillings@dtcinc.com.  Feel free to share this information.
Doug Billings, BA, RT(R), CNMT, LRT, FKSRT

________________________________________________________________________________

Information provided by the ASRT

Communicating with Congress

Tips for Writing Congress

Heightened security measures have dramatically increased the time it takes for a letter sent by post to reach a congressional office.  More and more, citizens are using e-mails and faxes to communicate their concerns and increasingly elected officials’ offices prefer electronic communications for constituent contact.  As a general rule, Member of Congress are far more likely to heed your message if you are one of their constituents.  

Purpose of Your Letter:

· State your purpose for writing in the first sentence of the letter

· If your letter pertains to a specific piece of legislation, identify it.  And make sure that your are referencing the correct legislations to the correct body of congress.  House bills are H.R._____; Senate bills are designated as S._____.

· Be courteous

· If appropriate, include personal information about why the issue matters to you

· Address only one issue in each letter or e-mail

Addressing your correspondence:


To a Senator



The Honorable (Full Name)



United States Senate



Washington, DC  20510



Dear Senator (Last Name):

To a Representative


The Honorable (Full Name)



United States House of Representatives



Washington, DC 20515



Dear Mr./Mrs./Ms. (Last Name):


When writing to the Chair of a Committee or the Speaker of the House, it is proper to address him/her 
as:



Dear Mr. Chairman or Madam Chairwoman:


Or Dear Madam Speaker:

Tips for Phoning Congress

Telephone calls are usually taken by a staff member.  Ask to speak with the aid who handles the issue 
about which you wish to comment.  


After identifying yourself as a constituent, tell the aid you would like to leave a brief message, such as:  
“Please tell Senator/Representative (Name) that I support/oppose (S.____/H.R.____).”


State your reasons for your support or opposition to the bill.  Ask for your senators’ or representative’s 
position on the bill.  You may also request a written response to your telephone call.
The following committees have jurisdiction over the C.A.R.E. bill.  


House Energy & Commerce


Ways and Means


Senate Health energy, Labor and Pensions

Finance Committee

Kansas Senators/Representatives (Health Legislative Assistant is the key contact)

Senator Sam Brownback (R) 202-224-6521, brownback.senate.gov (Health LA – Mike Anway)


Senator Pat Roberts (R) 202-224-4774, roberts.senate.gov (Health LA – Jackie Cottrell)


Jerry Moran (R-1st) 202-225-2715, www.jerrymoran.house.gov (Health LA – Brian Perkins)


Lynn Jenkins (R-2nd) 202-225-6601, lynnjenkins.house.gov ( Health LA – Emily Mueller)


Dennis Moore (D-3rd) 202-225-2865, www.moore.house.gov  (Health LA - Sarah Lochner)


Todd Tiahrt (R-4th) 202-225-6216 tiahrt.house.gov (Health LA – AmyClaire Brusch)

You can go to this web address:  
http://capwiz.com/asrt/issues/alert/?alertid=15705501&PROCESS=Take+Action
Where a document is prepared for you to personalize your support and send to you congressional representatives.  
Additional information is available on the ASRT website at: asrt.org.

News Release

CARE Bill Introduced in U.S. Senate

August 07, 2010 
The American Society of Radiologic Technologists announced today that the Consistency, Accuracy, Responsibility and Excellence in Medical Imaging and Radiation Therapy bill (S. 3737) was introduced in the U.S. Senate by Sen. Mike Enzi, R-Wyo., and Sen. Tom Harkin, D-Iowa.

The CARE bill would ensure that basic minimum education and certification standards are established as part of the Medicare program for all medical imaging and radiation therapy personnel.

"ASRT believes that the best way to address concerns about health care quality, radiation safety and safe equipment operation is to enact the CARE bill," said ASRT President Jim Temme, M.P.A., R.T.(R)(QM), FASRT. "We are encouraged that Sen. Enzi has introduced the CARE bill with Sen. Harkin, and we hope to see both the House and Senate take action on the bill before Congress adjourns in December."

Currently, basic educational standards for medical imaging and radiation therapy professionals are voluntary in many states, allowing some individuals to perform radiologic procedures without any formal education. Five states, along with the District of Columbia, are without any regulations regarding the qualifications of personnel performing medical imaging examinations.

In September 2009, the House CARE bill (H.R. 3652) was introduced by Rep. John Barrow, D-Ga., and now has 117 bipartisan cosponsors.

Sen. Richard Burr, R-N.C., and Sen. Al Franken, D-Minn., are cosponsoring the CARE bill with Enzi and Harkin. The CARE bill has been referred to the Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee.

"ASRT members have worked diligently at the grass-roots level and through programs like the R.T. in D.C. lobbying event to educate their senators and congressmen on the need for education and certification standards in medical imaging and radiation therapy," said Christine Lung, CAE, ASRT vice president of government relations and public policy. "It will be exciting to see the long-term efforts of so many dedicated radiologic technologists come to realization when the CARE legislation is enacted."

